
 

 

 

Welcome back! We hope you have had an enjoyable summer holiday and are ready to start the 
hard work in year 6. Here is the key information for this term. 

 

 

 

 

P.E. kits 

This term in P.E., the children will focus on gymnastics 
and tennis. Sessions this term will take place outdoors on 
Wednesday and indoors on Friday. It is important that 
your child has their P.E. kit in school. 

 

Homework 

Homework will be set weekly and will go out on a 
Tuesday. This will then need to be completed and 
returned to school by the following Monday. 
Homework will consist of 15 minutes daily reading. 
This could be a combination of reading for pleasure, 
using reading plus or using the Collins website. 
English homework will consist of either a reading or 
writing activity, which could be set online or on 
paper. 
Maths homework will reflect what we have been 
learning in maths lessons that week and will support 
and extend the children’s learning. 
 
In Year 6, spelling rules will be taught and examples 
sent home weekly. There will be no weekly spelling 
test, however, at the end of each half term we will 
be testing the children on the spelling rules taught. 
 

Science 

In science, we will be studying electricity. We will be 
associating the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a 
buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in a 
circuit. We will also be comparing and giving reasons for 
variations in how components function. 

 

Reading 

At Hollyfield, we really value the importance of 
reading and encourage children to read regularly at 
home. Reading with your child can be a fun and 
simple way to support your child’s education, 
whatever their age.  
There are books at school that children are welcome 
to take home to read and we will also be visiting 
Sutton Coldfield library every 4 weeks, so that 
children can have access to a wide range of books. 
We will continue to use Reading Plus and this will be 
monitored by class teachers. 
In school, we will have reading comprehension lessons 
and reading practice lessons. The children will be able 
to access a digital version of their reading practice 
book through the Collins website. This will enable the 
children to continue to develop their reading skills and 
help to prepare them for their SATs tests in May. 
 

Maths 

In Maths we will focus on place value and the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) and how 
they can be used in solving mental and written problems. There will be a much greater focus on problem solving skills 
and reasoning skills, which require the children to apply their maths knowledge to puzzles and real-life problems. As 
always, we will continue to focus on the children’s times table knowledge and speed; this will be done by daily probes. 

 

English 

In English this term, we will be focusing on graphic novels (especially ‘The Red Pyramid’ by Rick Riordan). This novel links 
directly to our topic of the Ancient Egyptians and through this unit, the children will learn to make inferences and 
predictions using clues in the text. In addition to this, they will develop their writing skills by using layout and structural 
features of a graphic novels and by interweaving dialogue and description to advance the action. We would encourage 
your child to continue reading every evening, discussing texts with an adult. Our class read this term is ‘Secrets of a Sun 
King’ by Emma Carroll and our author focus is Rick Riordan. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary you could help your children to learn at home. 

 

chronology causation legacy trends interpret 
environment affect primary evidence secondary evidence global 

evolve factor feature impact  

hieroglyphics River Nile papyrus mummification sarcophagus 
civilisation ancient beliefs sphinx trade 

Valley of the Kings afterlife canopic jars pyramids of Giza mummy 

As a geographer your child will: 
Use eight points of a compass to describe the location of Egypt 
in relation to other places. 
Use world maps and globes to locate Egypt on a map. 
Locate all the Ancient civilisations and plot them on a world 
map. 
 
 
 

As a historian your child will:  

Develop chronological understanding, making links to different 
time periods studied. 
Make detailed comparisons between the Ancient civilisations they 
have studied, reflecting on their achievements, beliefs and way of 
life.  
Use a range of sources to find out about an aspect of history 
(artefacts, newspapers, pictures, posters, diaries, non-fiction texts, 
historical fiction, internet, videos) and can identify and explain 
potential problems with sources of evidence. 
To use evidence and justification to conduct an historical enquiry. 
To identify when and where the Ancient Egyptians lived. 
To learn about the beliefs of an ancient civilisation and why they 
changed. 
To understand the importance of the River Nile for Ancient 
Egyptians. 
To identify the features of Egyptian homes. 
To identify elements of Ancient Egyptian society. 
To understand the significance of trade for Ancient Egypt. 
To identify the achievements of Ancient Egyptian civilisation. 

 

As a designer your child will: 

Investigate how different shapes affect strength. 
Create spaghetti bridges, using triangles to support. 
Measure, mark and cut wood of varying length. 
Build a wooden truss bridge. 
Evaluate a product against a specification. 
 

 

As an artist your child will: 

Collect ideas and techniques. 
Paint skilfully by mixing complex colours.  
Create a zentangle pattern. 
Analyse and evaluate artwork. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Children will use skills from English and Maths to:  
 
Create and write a graphic novel based on ‘The Red 
Pyramid’ by Rick Riordan. 
Write a setting description based on visual literacy. 
Write a non-chronological report based on what the 
children have learned about the Ancient Egyptians.  
Measure accurately in D.T.  
 

Computing   

Children will be learning 
how to create their own 
quizzes within Purple Mash. 
They will find out about the 
importance of Networks 
and how to use Binary 
code. They will also be 
continually looking at 
different elements of online 
safety using Project Evolve. 

Music  

We will learn about 
the Kodaly Method 
and use it to explore 
rhythmic patterns. 
We will listen to 
Steve Reich’s 
‘Clapping Music’ 
and compose our 
own clapping 
rhythms. 
  

R.E. and P.S.H.E.  

We will explore the following dispositions and 'values' 
through our R.E. lessons - living by rules, being fair and just, 
creating unity and harmony and creating inclusion, identity 
and belonging. We will explore how these values are 
portrayed through different religious traditions and by those 
with non-religious views. In P.S.H.E., we will listen to 
different points of view, manage friendships and emotions 
and discuss making the right choices. We will also 
understand the importance of law and rules and how these 
link to our own rights and responsibilities (British Values).  
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