
 

     

Key Vocabulary 
acid rain Is a form of pollution.  The pollution is in the rain droplets. 

 

canal A waterway built by humans to transport goods in the 
Industrial Revolution. 

channel The bed where a natural stream runs. 
 

coastal 
erosion 

The wearing away of rocks along the coastline. 
 

dams A barrier that obstructs the flow of water. 
 

estuary Wide mouth where the river meets the sea. 
 

flash flood Where a river’s water level rises very quickly.  This often 
leaves people with no time to evacuate to higher ground. 

meander A bend or winding curve in a river. 
 

mouth The end of a river. 
 

OS map A map which shows human and physical features. 
 

source The start of a river. 
 

reservoir A lake created by humans. 

spring Groundwater that comes to the surface. 

tributary A stream that joins a larger stream or river. 

valley Low land between hills or mountains. 

How do different bodies of water effect our lives?  

Floodplains 

 

 

How are rivers formed?  
Rivers usually begin in upland areas, when rain falls on high 
ground and begins to flow downhill. They always flow downhill 
because of gravity. They then flow across the land - 
meandering (going around) objects such as hills or large rocks. 
They flow until they reach another body of water. As rivers 
flow, they erode (wear away) the land. Over a long period of 
time rivers create valleys, or gorges and canyons if the river is 
strong enough to erode rock.  

How do rivers change over time? 
Rivers are constantly changing as they flow over lands. They 
can change shape as they erode the ground at their banks. 
When rivers eventually meet the sea, they may form deltas. 
Rivers are also called streams, creeks and brooks depending on 
their size. 
 
What causes flooding? 
There are several factors that can cause floods. River flooding 
usually happens when there has been a lot of rainfall higher up 
in the river which then travels down and overflows the 
riverbanks. In higher or colder regions, melting snow or ice 
have the same affect. 
Coastal flooding usually happens during a storm. It is caused 
by storm surges and large waves moving towards the drier and 
usually low-level land. These surges travel overland, cause 
coastal areas to be flooded and can devastate areas. 
 
What are the effects of flooding? 
Flooding can have a devastating effect on the environment. 
Floods can cause damage to homes and possessions as well as 
disruption to communications. However, flooding can also have 
positive impacts on an area. 
Flooding deposits fine silt (alluvium) onto the floodplain, 
making it very fertile and excellent for agriculture. People living 
on or near floodplains may rely upon regular flooding to help 
support their farming and therefore provide food. 
 

 General Knowledge 

Flood management 



 

 

 

 

 

     

Oceans 
What is an ocean? 
An ocean is a very large area of salt 
water.  Most of the earth is covered in 
ocean.  
There are 5 oceans in the world: 
Pacific Ocean 
Atlantic Ocean 
Indian Ocean 
Southern Ocean 
Arctic Ocean 
 
Why are oceans so important? 
Oceans make up over 70% of the Earth’s 
surface. 
 
There are over 700,000 different species 
of animal that live in the ocean. It is 
important to protect the oceans to make 
sure their habitats are safe. The ocean is 
also full of tiny plants which help to 
produce oxygen, which we need to 
breathe.  In addition to this, oceans 
provide food for many creatures, 
including humans! 
 

 

River Danube 

It is the second longest river in 
Europe (Volga is the longest). 

The river is 
2,860 km (1,777 mi) 

long. 

The Danube originates in 
Germany's Black Forest, where 
the Breg and Brigach rivers 
converge. 

The Danube flows through or makes 
part of the border of 10 countries: 
Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Croatia, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, 
Moldova and Ukraine. 

 

Canals 

What is the difference between a canal and a river? 

A canal is a man-made body of water which is normally shallower 
and narrower than a river.   

Why were they built? 

Canals were actually built to transport items around the country. 
Most canals were built during the Victorian period and the 
Industrial Revolution. The Canals were the “motorways” of the 
18th century. 

Who built the canals? 
When commercial canals began to be built in the 1700s, the men 
who built them were known as navigators. Over time, this was 
shortened to ‘navvies’ and that’s what we still call them today.  

Local rivers and canals 

 

 

History of canals 
in Birmingham. 
The canal network was 
built over a period of 
100 years, starting 
from 1772.  The canals 
were the life-blood of 
Victorian Birmingham.  
Over 8.5 million tonnes 
were being carried on 
them each year at the 
end of the 19th century! 


