
 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timeline 
1200BC 1000BC-

500bC 
800BC 776BC 700BC 600BC 500BC 480BC 472BC 460BC 432BC 431BC 146BC 

The 
Trojan 
war. 

Formation 
of Greek 

city states. 

The 
Archaic 
period 
begins. 

The first 
Olympic 
games. 

Homer 
writes the 
Iliad and 

the 
Odysseys. 

Coins were 
first 

introduced. 

Democracy developed. Classic 
periods 
begin 

(golden 
ages of 
Greece). 

Greek 
theatres 
become 
popular. 

Hippocrates 
is born. 

Parthenon 
is finished. 

Peloponnesian 
war begins 

between Sparta 
and Athens. 

Rome 
conquers 
Greece. 

 
Key Vocabulary 

agoge Spartan military school for boys aged seven and over. 
Andron Part of a Greek house reserved for men. 
Athenian Someone from Athens. 
Athens Capital city of Greece and the largest city. 
city state Independent city with their own government. 
democracy A system where people can vote for their leader. 
gynaecium Part of a Greek house reserved for women and children.  
Hippocratic Oath A Greek text that doctors used to promise to look after 

people and follow a set of rules. 
land use  How an area is used. 
legacy Something left behind, which they are remembered for. 
oligarchical  A state governed by a few persons.  
Parthenon A temple which sits on the Acropolis in Ancient Greece, 

dedicated to the goddess Athena.  
peninsula Area of land surrounded almost completely by water 

but is connected to the mainland by a thin strip of land. 
Sparta Prominent city state in Ancient Greece. 

The mainland has rugged 
mountains, forests and lakes. 

Greece is surrounded by the 
Aegean Sea to the east.  

Greece has the longest 
coastline in Europe. 

Greece has the largest 
peninsula in Europe. 

It has around 1400 islands. 

Due to the geography of Greece, Ancient 
Greece developed independent city states. 
These would each have their own king and 
would be run with their own set of rules. 

What legacy did the Ancient Greeks leave behind for us today? Ancient Greeks 

Greece has a Mediterranean climate 
– hot, dry summer and cool, wet 
winters. 

It is located in the 
South of Europe.  



 

 

 

 

Houses 

Rich houses featured an Andron, where only men were 
allowed and they would entertain friends. Women had access 
to a gynaecium where they would look after the children. 
Houses had no flushing toilets and instead had a chamber pot 
and a well in a courtyard in the middle of the house.  

Houses 

Only women and children would live in the house. Men 
lived in the barracks. Spartans lived in tough conditions 
to make them stronger for battle.   

 

Life for women 

Women tended to stay at home and needed a male’s 
permission to leave the house. Women were not taught how 
to read or write and instead were taught how to look after 
the home.  

Life for women 

Spartan women were taught how to read and write. Women 
were allowed to be active because the Spartans thought if the 
women were strong, they would produce strong children. At 
the age of seven, girls would be sent to school.  

Growing up in Athens 

Only boys went to school where they were taught how to 
read and write and studied subjects such as maths, reading 
and writing. The children also read work by Homer, who was 
a poet and author.   

Growing up in Sparta 

Boys would live at the agoge from seven years old. Conditions 
would be tough there to make the boys stronger. Spartan 
boys were only allowed to be soldiers when they were older. 

Leadership 

Greece is the birthplace of democracy, where men could vote 
on who should sit on the ruling council and what laws were 
passed. They could also vote to get rid of people from the 
council. They would write a name on a piece of ostracon and 
if that person received more than 600 votes, they were asked 
to leave. 

Leadership 

Sparta had two kings. There was a council of five men who 
looked over the kings and laws were made by a council of 
elders, including the two kings. Sparta had elements of 
democracy but was an oligarchical society where the council 
made the decisions.  

Daily life 

Athenians thought education was extremely important. The 
primary focus of Athenian education was to produce people 
who were well-trained in the arts and sciences. The Athenians 
liked to eat olives, grapes, milk, cheese, bread, and fish.  

 

Daily life 

Spartans valued nothing more than a strong army. Spartans 
were content with keeping to themselves and would provide 
military backup when needed. Spartans had helots, which 
were people from a neighbouring area they had invaded. They 
were forced to work for the Spartans and provide them with 
food. The Spartans liked eating olives, barley and cheese.  

Democracy 

Athens was the birth place of democracy and is the 
leading form of governance today.  Most societies 
today have some aspects of democracy which were first 
invented in Athens. Democracy allows citizens to vote 
for laws and their leaders. 

 

Legacy of Ancient Greece 
GreeceGreGreece 

Greek architecture at Birmingham 
town hall. 

Hippocrates  

Hippocrates was a famous figure for modern medicine. He 
came up with the notion that disease was not 
supernatural and encouraged doctors to think of natural 
causes based on observations. Hippocrates invented the 
Hippocratic Oath, where doctors swore to treat patients 
and keep their symptoms in confidence. 

Olympics 

The first Olympics was held in 776BC, in Olympia. Greek 
men would travel from different city-states to compete. 
They were held in honour of the God Zeus. The first 
Olympics only featured one race. 

 

 

Architecture 

Greek buildings and design are some of the most 
copied around the world. They feature large 
columns, intricate detail and symmetry. The main 
Greek buildings which survive today are temples 
dedicated to the gods. Greek architecture features in 
Birmingham, including the town hall.  

Sparta Athens 


