
 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
achievement something that has been done well and you are 

proud of 
continent a large amount of land which can have many 

countries within it 
country an area of land where a nation lives 

discovery to find something new that no one has found before 
explore to travel through an area to find out more about it 

invention a new object that hasn’t been made before 
inventor to make something new that no one has made before 

past events that have already happened 
present events that are happening now 

significant something/ someone important, usually that made a 
difference 

sources of evidence  objects, photos or people that can tell us about what 
has happened 

timeline something used to show the order events happened 
in 

transport a way to get people or objects from one place to 
another 

travel to go somewhere 
traveller a person who travels 
voyage  a long journey travelling by sea or in space 

Timeline 
More than 

500 years ago 
More than 

100 years ago 
More than  

80 years ago 
 More than  

50 years ago 
5 or 6  

years ago 
2  

years ago 
Today 

Christopher Columbus 
 
 

Victorian times 
 

Amelia Earhart  
 

The moon landing 
 
 

 

You were born

 

You started school Today  

Explorers Why are explorers significant people in 
history? 

Map of the world showing the 7 continents and 5 oceans. 
NOTE: Oceania is also known as ‘Australia’ 

There are 4 countries that make up the UK. 
The Republic of Ireland is not part of the UK. 

Each country has a capital city. 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Famous Figures  

Christopher Columbus  (1451-1506) aged 55 
  

He was from Italy. He set out to find a better 
trade route. He made four voyages including 
his most famous where he sailed using ships 

 from the Spanish Queen, Isabella. The ships were called 
the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria. He actually discovered 
the Americas by accident and called it the New World. He 
brought back many things from the New World including 
potatoes, turkeys and corn but also slaves. 
 

 

 
Amelia Earhart  (1897-1937) aged 39 
She was from America. Ever since she was a 
little girl she longed to fly. During her life she 
made many new records including being the first  

woman to fly by herself across the Atlantic Ocean. She also 
wrote books about her flights. She disappeared whilst 
trying to fly around the whole of the Earth. 
 

 

 

 

Neil Armstrong  (1930-2012) aged 82 
   He was from America and he was an astronaut.  
             He is most famous for being part of NASA’s  
             Apollo 1 mission along with Michael Collins and  
             Buzz Aldrin. Their mission was to land on the 
moon. The Saturn V rocket launched on July 16th 1969. 
People all around the world waited and watched to see 
what would happen. On July 20th they successfully landed 
on the moon and Neil Armstrong took the very first steps 
on the moon saying, “That’s one small step for man, one 
giant leap for mankind.” 

 

 

 

Transport Used by Our Explorers 

 

 

 

The Pinta, the Niña and the Santa 
María 

Lockheed Model 10-E Electra 

A Kinner Airster biplane 

The ‘Canary’ 

Saturn V 

The Impact of Explorers 

 

 

 

inspired others 

gained knowledge 

brought back new 
things 

discovered new places 

Qualities you need to have to be an explorer:  
confidence, courage, determination, resilience, curiosity, preparedness, be a risk taker, creativity, 

independence and an ability to work collaboratively too.  


