
 

 

 

 

 

Land use  
Land use describes how space is used and is very different in rural and urban 

areas. 
Rural Urban 

 These are usually 
areas away from 
towns and cities. 
Land is often used for 
farming, rearing 
animals, small 
housing estates, small 
businesses and leisure 
activities. 
 

 These are usually 
highly populated 
areas e.g. a town 
or city. 
Land is often used 
for large housing 
estates, offices, 
shopping centres, 
businesses and 
leisure activities. 

Key Vocabulary 
earthquake a sudden violent shaking of the ground as a result of 

movements within the Earth's crust 
lagoon a stretch of salt water separated from the sea 

latitude imaginary lines that run parallel to the equator 

longitude imaginary lines that run from the top of the Earth to 
the bottom 

Northern  
Hemisphere 

the half of the planet that is north of the equator 

Southern 
Hemisphere 

the half of the planet south of the equator 

tectonic 
plates 

7 large slabs of rock that make up the Earth’s surface 

terrain an area of land  

the Tropics an area between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 

volcano a mountain or hill that has a crater or vent that lava 
and gas have erupted, or could erupt through  

Extreme Earth  What are some of the most extreme places on Earth? 

What does the inside of our 
planet look like? 

Tectonic Plates 
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Earthquake 

Deep under the Earth’s crust is magma – rock that is so hot 
that it is a liquid. Along with this rock are explosive gases. 
The Earth’s crust is not one solid piece, but many pieces that 
fit together like a puzzle. 
When these pieces rub up against each other, they create 
pressure meanwhile magma and gases build up. Finally, they 
explode through holes or vents in the Earth’s surface. As the 
lava cools and hardens, it forms mountains over millions of 
years. These mountains are known as volcanoes. 

A mountain is a natural rise of the Earth’s surface 
that usually has a ‘summit’ (top). It is usually 
steeper and taller than a hill. Mountains are often 
thought of as being a hill of over 600 metres 
(about 2,000 feet) tall. 

An earthquake (quake / tremor) is the shaking of the 
surface of Earth caused by sudden movement in the Earth's 
crust. They can be extremely violent. 

Earthquakes are usually quite brief, but may happen again. 
They happen because of a sudden release of energy in the 
Earth's crust. 

Iceland 
• Iceland was the last European country in  

which people settled. Vikings arrived in the  
9th century (801-900AD) and found an  
uninhabited country. 

 
• Iceland is known as the ‘Land of Ice and Fire’ 

because it has the largest glaciers in  
Europe and some of the most active volcanoes in the world. 
 

• The country is famous for its geothermal lagoons and natural hot springs. 
 

• Due to the location of Iceland, it is an isolated country with extremes in nature. In 
the summer it even has whole days of daylight!  
 

• From Iceland the natural phenomenon of the Northern Lights is visible (Aurora 
Borealis). This is when electrically charged particles from the Sun enter the 
atmosphere above the magnetic poles. 

 

•   

Features of a desert 

• Deserts are very dry and don’t have much water.  
• They usually have very few trees or other vegetation. 
• Even the wettest desert gets less than 25cm of rain 

per year!  
• Some deserts are very hot in the day and cold at 

night.  
• Did you know not all deserts are sandy? 

Hot and Cold Places 


