
 

We have a few useful notices for you and an overview of the curriculum the children will be learning 

throughout this term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE kits 

This term in PE, the children will focus on cricket and 

dance. They will need to come into school on a 

Wednesday and a Thursday with their PE kits. Children 

are allowed to wear tracksuits over their PE kits. Just to 

remind you that the school PE kit consists of a plain white 

t-shirt, blue shorts and trainers or pumps.  

Homework 

Homework is set weekly on a Friday and needs to be 
completed by the following Wednesday. Children 
may receive a combination of homework sheets that 
are sent home in their homework folder and online 
activities to complete. Children will be provided with 
log in details for any websites they need to use and 
teachers will log on to monitor how well the children 
are doing. Spellings will also be set weekly and can 
also be found on Teams. Children will then be tested 
regularly on these spellings to monitor their 
progress.  
 

 

Reading 

Throughout the year, we will have a high focus on reading 
fluency and enjoyment. Please encourage your child to 
read as much and as widely as possible. We will be reading 
with your child weekly, through reading practice sessions, 
as well as in our English lessons. We are focusing on two 
fantastic books this term - firstly, Kensuke’s Kingdom by 
Michael Morpugo, followed by Tom’s Midnight Garden by 
Phillipa Pearce. Both classes are reading ‘A Place Called 
Perfect’ by Helena Duggan for our story time slot at the 
end of each day. We are really enjoying our books! The 
children will be taking home two books each week. One 
will be their reading for pleasure book, and one will be the 
text that we are reading with them during our reading 
practice lessons. Children will also be expected to 
continue to use Reading Plus as part of their homework. 
Reading Plus will be monitored by staff and will provide us 
with a weekly report on your child’s progress.  
 

English 

During our English lessons this half term, we will be reading books from a range of significant children’s authors and a 

wide range of genres.  We will be using Kensuke’s Kingdom and Tom’s Midnight Garden to write an informal letter and a 

diary entry. The children will also use these books to explore a range of reading skills based on inference, deduction, 

finding evidence to support a point of view and looking at the author’s intent through their word choices. The next book 

that the children will be reading is Hidden Figures, which is a non-fiction text about the first black, female astronauts to 

work at NASA. The children will be writing a biography inspired by this text. In Spring 2, we will be reading Percy Jackson 

and the Lightning Thief, and exploring free verse poetry.  

Science 

In Science this term, we will be looking at forces and 

conducting lots of exciting experiments! The children will 

be learning about water resistance, gravity and friction 

through practical activities, such as designing a brake pad 

for a bicycle. We will then be learning about space, and 

the children will have the opportunity, at space camp, to 

showcase their brilliant knowledge.  

 

Maths  

Our focus at the start of this term will be on 

multiplication and division. We will consolidate the 

children’s knowledge from year 4 and the children will 

be able to confidently multiply 4-digit numbers by a 1-

digit and 2-digit number. The children will also be 

taught how to divide increasingly large numbers, using 

written and mental methods.  

 

Dates for your diaries  

Space camp – Thursday 16th February 2022 

Parents Evening – Wednesday 9th February 2022 

Trip to the Shakespeare Centre – Wednesday 23rd March 

2022  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vocabulary you could help your children to learn at home: 
 

 

time zones biome shanty town Northern 
Hemisphere 

Southern 
Hemisphere 

natural resources 
 

food production Tropic of Capricorn latitude longitude 

trade links 
 

landscapes food production vegetation belts shanty towns 

Gulf of Mexico Mesoamerica currency culture 
 

terrain 

As geographers your child will: 

Compare and understand the time zones across the 

world.  

Plot the biomes found in North and South America on a 

map. 

Describe the vegetation which exists within each biome. 

Learn about natural resources and the issues 

surrounding them.  

Compare the natural resources across the world.  

Describe food production around the world.  

Understand how natural resources and food production 

impact on trade.  
Locate the countries in North and South America. 

Understand the physical and human features of Mexico. 

Understand the physical and human features of Brazil. 

To compare Mexico City to Birmingham. 

 
 

 

 

 

As historians your child will:  

Look at how Mexican settlements have changed over 
time.  
Look at how Birmingham settlements have changed over 
time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
As designers your child will: 

Safely use a drill, glue gun and saw. 

Design a product, using a cross sectional diagram. 

Make detailed annotations on their design. 

Design and assemble a window display that is vibrant 

and attractive.  

Produce a detailed evaluation of a product.  

 

 

 

As an artist your child will: 

Evaluate and analyse a work of street art.  

Use materials to create a symmetrical abstract 

image.  

Use 2D drawings to develop their own ideas for 3D 

work.  

Create a message (with meaning) using visual 

symbols. 

Demonstrate their understanding of art work 

through drama.  

Children will use skills from English and Maths by: 
Describing the shapes of planets and moon using 
mathematical language. 
Creating a fact file with subheadings, paragraphs and 
captions.  
Recording measurements e.g. length, distance, and 
speed.   
 

Computing 

Children will be learning all about 

coding and programming, and will 

create a playable, competitive game 

with this knowledge. Throughout 

this unit, they will be continuing to 

learn about online safety.  

 

Music  

Children will be learning about 

music and songs from South 

and West Africa. They will be 

focusing on how to sing with 

expression, how to use 

percussion instruments, and 

how to perform as a group.  

RE and PSHE  

Our learning in RE will be focused on 

Christians and their values and way of 

life. Our focus in PSHE is keeping safe.  


